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From the Headmaster

| hope by the time you receive this copy of the latest e-news bulletin you are enjoying a relaxing half term
break and that pupils are re-charging their batteries for the next half of term! As you will see, a wide and
diverse range of activities have taken place since term commenced in August and it is a pleasure to see many
new faces appearing in the following articles. Well done to all on their achievements! There has been a great
deal of work taking place during the two weeks that school has been on holiday: most notably the sixth year
common room, which has been refurbished and the dining hall, which has received a complete make-over,
with new tables and chairs as well as a revised serving area. Parents are most welcome to join us for lunch to
see the improvements for themselves. Please let the school office know when you intend to come. | look
forward to seeing parents at the many events scheduled for the second half of term and in the meantime
hope you continue to enjoy the holiday.

IWK

New Debating and Public Speaking Group

Two Beaconhurst pupils are currently taking part in the English Speaking Union’s MACE debating competition.
The first round motion was ‘This house believes that doctors should be forced to report suspected cases of
domestic abuse’. This was a challenging topic which all of the debaters handled with maturity and sensitivity.

The Beaconhurst debaters were Vivien Anderson in S5 and Stephanie Cocking in S4. Their long hours
preparing and practising paid off when they won their debate and now go through to the second round. The
feedback from the judges was very positive and the girls were congratulated on their handling of such a
controversial topic and also on the level of skill they demonstrated. This was a particularly satisfying success as
neither girl has debated before!

The new ‘Beaconhurst Debating and Public Speaking Society’ takes place every Friday at lunchtime. A growing
number of pupils are coming along to enjoy the debate and learn new, valuable skills. Pupils will be
participating in two other debating competitions and a public speaking competition in the next few months.

Dynamic Earth

Transition pupils visited Dynamic Earth. This was to
complement their current studies looking at the
structure of earth, rock formation and natural
disasters. They enjoyed a tour around the galleries in
the morning (the 3D film being an instant hit), and

took part in a “Restless Earth” workshop in the
afternoon. The pupils finished their trip with a very
enjoyable and clever film they watched in the “dome
cinema” on Astronauts, Space Travel and Challenges
in Space (their next topic of work), before leaving for .
the journey home. An excellent day, highly Jodie McLelland Tr
recommended.

Stephanie Cocking S4
and Vivien Anderson S5




Modern Languages Poetry Reading Competition

Pupils are now engaged in the opening rounds of the competition to find the best speaker of verse in French and
German. The final was on Monday 3rd October in Room 77 and the winners were judged the “ best of the best” !

As judges, we were lucky enough to have two particularly distinguished scholars. The German was assessed by Dr
Brian Murdoch, Professor Emeritus of German, of the University of Stirling and for the French, we welcomed Dr Bill

Kidd, also of the University of Stirling.

At the event there were also guest readings in Italian and in Spanish by pupils who have made exceptional progress

in the Romance Languages.

Clive Wright
Head of Modern Languages

Young Enterprise — Pupil Report

On the 20" September, three pupils from this
year’s young enterprise group, attended the
2011 Masterclass at Prudential, just outside
Stirling. Representing the team on the night
were myself, Casey Crooks and Sam Kerr. On
arrival we were met by a mixture of schools

from the central region including Dollar
Academy, Grangemouth High and Wallace
High.

At first, our group was a bit nervous to be in a
new environment with new people, which in
itself is quite daunting, however as the night
went on, we got the chance to show our
leadership skills and knowledge of business
when we were split into different groups with
students from the other schools. It was at this
point that the Beaconhurst ethic kicked in, with
me and Casey grabbing the task by the scruff of
the neck and leading our teams through the
task, which included a speech to the students
and teachers in the room. We were then taken
away and were given a task on how to prepare
and be as effective as possible in meetings.

All in all it was a fantastic experience, and one
which we believe will be very useful in
managing our team during the year of young

enterprise

Jenson More S6

Leadership Weekend

Our newly appointed Prefects went to Comrie Croft, by
Crieff, on a leadership weekend. This was an opportunity for
the prefects to get to know one another better and learn
about their own individual strengths and talents, as well as
giving them the opportunity to interact with members of
staff in a fun and relaxed environment. Great fun was had
playing a variety of team games and they even had a game
of Twister!

Our aim this year, is for our Senior pupils to get involved in
leadership and volunteering opportunities around the
school. Teachers have been asked if they could use a spare
pair of eyes or hands and how they could be of assistance in
the classroom.

Team Bonding during Leadership Weekend




Beginner’s Glentress Trip 2011

This year, the mountain biking trip to Glentress near Peebles targeted pupils that had never been to a trail centre
before. We have now been taking pupils to this mountain biking location for 14 years and every year the trails

improve.

This year’s favourites were ‘Spooky Woods’ and ‘Berm Baby Berm’ and, as we descended after the long but
interesting climb, there were yelps of joy from the pupils involved. There was such enthusiasm for the day that it
was hard to hand back the hire bikes and finish our tea and cake in the café, but there was some consolation when
the girls (who numbered five out of seven) were each given a copy of the classic mountain bike book “Essential

Skills” by the author and former National Downhill Champion, Emma Guy.

There are plans afoot for the pupils to return already and I’'m sure the staff involved could be persuaded to repeat

this activity later on in the academic year.

Glentress Bike Trip 2011

S5/6 Geography Field Trip

Police Visit

We recently had a visit from PC Dave
Acheson, a community police officer from St
Ninians. He came to tell us all about his job
and also to show us how to take fingerprints.
This was very interesting and | enjoyed the
day a lot. Firstly, we listened to Dave talk
about all the different ways community
police officers help in society. | found it really
interesting and | learned a lot. Then we got
the chance to take part in some practical
police work. We got to take part in an
investigation and we learned how to dust for
fingerprints and then lift the prints. It was
great fun!

Erin Bradford, S3

Erin Bradford

Business Dynamic

S5 pupils attended the 2011 Business
Dynamics course hosted by Diageo
Alloa. It is designed to develop pupil
awareness of the many facets of the
business world. The course touches
on the creation of wealth and how
businesses  contribute to  the
country’s economy and society.
Workshops were innovative,
interactive and designed to be fun
which everyone certainly had!




S4 Standard Grade Biology Trip to Botanical Gardens

On Thursday 22" September, S4 embarked on a day of
education at the Royal Botanical Gardens in Edinburgh to
study the standard grade topic of ‘The World of Plants’.

They knew that it would be a day of hard work and had seen
the workbooks in advance, but they were not prepared for
the amount of fun that they would have and all the extra
things that they would be learning about. The whole day
proved to be very successful and a great addition to the
resources for standard grade biology. The pupils should be
congratulated on their impeccable behaviour and wonderful
work ethic during the visit.

Vanessa Tierney
Biology

For your diary - Young Enterprise Trade Fair

Beaconhurst Young Enterprise Company will be attending the Falkirk Trade Fair on Saturday 29" October
between 8.30am and 4.30pm. If you are in the Falkirk area on that day, why not visit the pupil’s stall; | am sure
they will be delighted to see you. There will be a number of other schools there and there will be many
interesting products for sale.

The stalls will be situated in the pedestrian precinct near to the Falkirk Bus station (at the TK Maxx end of the
High Street). Thank you for your support.

Rose Vekic
Young Enterprise Group

MacMillan Cancer Support

Our recent ‘World’s Biggest
Coffee Morning’ and staff home
baking events raised over £550
for MacMillan Cancer Support.

The coffee morning was well
attended by parents from Junior
Start, Junior School and Senior
School. Staff provided a
delicious array of home baking
for the staff room — just what
was needed on an autumnal
Friday morning!

Green Day Brown House
Our Eco Group organised a ‘Green Non
Uniform’ day recently to raise funds for
Many thanks to all  who the schools Eco Development fund.

contributed to making both They managed to raise a magnificent
events such a huge success. sum of £360.36.

Lorna Jackson
Head of Junior Start

Dawn Haughton
Eco Rep



Junior School Achievements

Miss McCluskey has awarded the following Superstar Awards

Lily Blackhurst 11 Michael Anderson 15
Blair Buchanan J1 Alex Clark J5
Charlotte Crosbie J5
Katie Aitchison 12 Kerr Fletcher J5
Emma Carman 12 Jack Haughton 15
Heather Hale 12 Hannah Howland J5
Oliver Hunter J2 Drew Moore J5
Laura Koechlin 12 Sam Morris J5
Tara Mathewson 12 Calum Robertson J5
James Robertson Strange 12 Liam Russell 15
Olivia Sinclair J5
Bethany Fairbairn 13 Eva Strang 15
Daniel Henderson 13 Ben Vevers J5
Euan MacKenzie J3
Emma Kilpatrick J6
Poppy Graham 14 Katie Laird 16
Frankie Lynch 14 Hannah Macaulay 16
Gabriel Nicolson 14 Jack Mclay 16
Katelyn Todd 14 Ruth McPherson 16
Mathew Wilson 14 Ben Malcolm J6
Amy Sandstrom J6

JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL REPS RECENT TIMES TABLES BADGE WINNERS

Liam Beveridge J St RED — Alexandra Clark J5, Olivia Sinclair J5.

Morgan Wicks 1

Elise Newall J2 BRONZE — Michael Anderson J5, Charlotte Crosbie J5, Jennifer Ferguson J6,
Millie Dillon J3 Kerr Fletcher J5, Thomas Graham J5, Jack Haughton J5, Hannah Howland J5,
Victoria Johnston Ja Lucy MacKenzie J5, Carter Miller J5, Drew Moore J5, Steven Nicholas J5,

Eva Strang (Chair) 15 Ewan Oldroyd J6, Emily Pagan J5, Sally Reid J5, Calum Robertson J5,

Louisa Hutchison (Secretary) 16 Ben Vevers J5.

After the initial welcome, the Council SILVER — Jonathan Ackroyd J6, Lucy Baillie-Hamilton J6, lona Graham J6.
members immediately set about
discussing forthcoming activities. GOLD — Gordie Graham J6, Thomas Ogilvie J6, Ruth McPherson J6.




RSCPA Visit

Susan Whitton, Education Officer from the
Scottish RSPCA, visited the Junior School.
The topic was Animal Friendly Citizens.
Susan spoke to the classes and followed up
with an interactive session.

Fire Station Trip

Our class went to visit the Fire Station. Our class
walked through the fire house where firemen
practised. Our class saw a fireman sliding down a pole
and one go into the passageway and come out the
other side. We saw a fireman wearing a helmet and
we got to try it on. We got to see lots of the tools in
the fire engine and the class stood in front of a fan
used to clear smoke from houses. Our class got to
squirt the fire-hose. We saw their new truck for
Birds of Prey Visit carrying boats and | enjoyed the trip very much.

Daniel Henderson J3

On Thursday, Junior 2 had a visit from the Loch
Lomond Birds of Prey Centre. As it was a beautiful

day, the children gathered their chairs outside and To the Fire Station

were treated to a wonderful talk on the various

types of owls found in the UK. The children were Thank you for a good time. My best parts were
introduced to three magnificent birds, A big Tawny spraying the hose and going in the practice house. |
Owl, a beautiful Barn Owl called “Oscar” and a tiny was really sad when | saw the dummies.

Little Owl named “Smudge”. The children got to

stroke Oscar’s head to feel how soft his feathers Katherine Hendrix J3

were and asked some very interesting questions
about the numbers of owls in the UK and seemed ~ [ 1
very interested in how big their brains were! The

) N Lty
birds themselves and were extremely well ! ik gy _ﬁ_
behaved, albeit leaving a few little reminders for ( e
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us!




Junior School Safety Project

This term, our J1-J3 classes are doing a project on “safety.” This
includes a visit to school by our community police officer, a little first
aid course and a visit to Stirling Fire Station. To kick things off,
teachers organised a “Road Safety” class where the pupils took it in
turns to be pedestrians, cyclists, lollipop men and even traffic lights.

The classes had painted a zebra crossing, a lollipop stick, traffic lights
and pedestrian crossing signals and teachers explained the road
safety procedures to the groups as they approached each different
obstacle. The children found the whole event extremely informative
and this has proven to be an excellent start to their project.

Junior Start

It has been a busy start to the new academic year in our Junior Start department. Our Introductory Evening for
parents was held on Thursday 8" September, and was extremely well attended. Parents heard from Headmaster, Mr
Benjamin Bel (Catering Manager from Sodexo) and Miss Lorna Jackson (Head of Junior Start), before finding out about
the general day to day routines from the pupil’s key workers.

Alana Stuart from the Red group was the winner of our ‘Name the Goldfish’ competition. Our fish are now called
‘Layla’ and ‘Dayla’. Alana is pictured with her class, Headmaster (Mr Kilpatrick) and her key worker Mrs Christine
Campbell.

Liam Beveridge from the Green Group is our pupil representative on the Junior School Council, and our Eco
representatives are Fiona Robertson-Strange (Blue Group), Bobby Crossley-Bell (Green Group), Nell Govan (Red
Group) and Thomas Commercial (Yellow Group).

Our weekly Spanish lessons from Senora Beveridge have started, and the pupils are using their newly acquired
language skills daily in Junior Start already! They have even been learning how to ‘Flamenco’.

Junior Start 1 have also been learning about colours, with activities like collage, painting, arts and crafts. The favourite
activity however is parachute games. Junior Start 2 have been focussing on Health and Wellbeing and the importance
of healthy eating and physical exercise. An outdoor play session was followed by an outdoor healthy snack.

Healthy Snack Time

Red Group with their new goldfish




Babes In The Wood

How hard can it be to cast a school pantomime? The answer was very,
very hard indeed, with three candidates for every part in ‘Babes in the
Wood’. The standard was high, and the Music Room floor was covered
with paper late into the evening as we sorted our notes over and over
again. It wasn’t just about soloists, because many of the characters work
in teams, so we were looking for perfect combinations, and trying to
make the best use of all the talent that we had seen. It was a series of
difficult decisions, but we were tremendously grateful for the enthusiasm
and courage of all the hopefuls who auditioned.

Rehearsals are well under way with all parts allocated and practice has
begun in earnest, with the entire cast in the music room learning the
opening number. Confidence grows as we get to grips with the words,
and some characters go off to start learning their movements. CDs of all
the musical numbers disappear into pockets and we hope that parents
won’t be driven to distraction before the songs are all learned! This
version of ‘Babes in the Wood’ has been specifically written for a school
audience of mixed ages, and promises the usual pantomime blend of
magic and misunderstanding, comic criminals, tender tots and ditsy
dame. Performances will be in Beaconhurst’s Cameron Hall at 7.30pm on
December 12" and 13", with tickets available from the School Office at a
later date.
Rachel Vevers
Librarian

Junior School Harvest Community Concert

On Friday 14™ October, Junior School held a Community
Harvest Concert in the Dining Hall. Residents and carers
from three local Care Homes were invited to come and
listen to the whole of Junior School sing songs, recite
poems and perform in front of proud parents and teachers
who had volunteered to serve tea and coffee and delicious
baking to our guests.

The visitors cheered and clapped heartily at the end of the
performance and the children took time to speak with the
elderly guests and thanked everyone for coming to their
concert.

Pyjama Day

One of the first activities the new Junior School
Council organised was a “wear your pyjamas to
school day.”

Everyone was encouraged to wear their pyjamas
to raise money for Strathcarron Hospice who are
celebrating their 30 year anniversary this year.

The whole of junior school came dressed in a
wide variety of pyjamas from those with hearts
and flowers, to those with the latest cartoon
crazes such as ‘Hello Kitty’ and ‘Ben Ten’.




INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS

Horsing Around!

Katie Aitchison from J2, competed in the Mountain
and Moorland Lead Rein HOYS qualifier at the Royal
Highland Show in June, on her pony “Thistledown
Elle.” The pony received top marks for confirmation
and Katie received top marks out of 24, for her
riding.

Ellie Gallagher from S1, also competed at the Show
in the Mountain and Moorland First Ridden HOYS
qualifier on her pony “Pontgam Carlos”.

At the National Pony Society of Scotland Showing
Finals at Blair Horse Trials in August, Katie also
qualified for the Novice Mountain and Moorland
ridden final and again, “Thistledown Elle” received
top marks for her confirmation out of a total of 20
entries. Katie was competing against children a lot
older than her and was placed 5". They also
qualified for the lead rein final and came 3™ out of
the 19 entries. This means they are now number 3 in
Scotland in this discipline. Ellie also competed in this
competition and finished 5" in her age category.

Congratulations to you both on your wonderful
achievements.

Katie Aitchison and Thistledown Elle

The Nations Cup

Katrina Frew from S4 competed in the final of the Nations
Cup and Young Masters in August. Katrina has
represented Scotland 12 times, has competed and been
placed at the Hickstead International, the Horse of the
Year Show and the Royal Highland Show.

She has won numerous championships and also won the
Southern Irish Grand Prix. Katrina is very modest in her
achievements and when asked “how did you get on?”,
normally replies by saying “fine thank you!”

Ski Racing FAST Camp

Grant Dillon from S3 is attending the Ski Racing FAST Camp again this year in Tignes, France. He met a very high
selection standard to achieve a full two week place, which is a well structured training camp — not a holiday!

Currently Grant’s ranking is in the top 10 in Scotland, and he has a very good chance of climbing the rankings much

further and is showing great enthusiasm for his sport.

Scottish Rowing Championships

S1 pupil Harry Steel, took part in the Scottish
Rowing Championships at Strathclyde Park in
June. Harry and his crew raced in the Jul3 4x+
and the Jul2 4x+ 1000m races and won the gold
medal for 1 place in both races. In the J13 race,
they came from a boats length in the last 250m
and rowed flat out to overtake the leading crew
and finish in first place. In the J12 race, after the
first 100m, they got into the lead and then led the
full way by more than 2 boat lengths to win. It
was all very exciting!

Harry Steel




Dancing on Ice

Katelyn Todd from J4 achieved Level 10 of the Skate UK Ice Skating exam. She will now progress to work towards
her bronze, silver and gold medals and then onto competition.

Tennis Champions

Scott Morrison from S3 beat a 16 year old boy in the final, to become Bridge of Allan Boys Junior Champion 2011.
He followed this up with another win the next day to become Livilands U18 Club Champion 2011. A very
successful weekend of tennis! Both clubs run tennis lessons for Juniors on Saturdays if anyone is interested in
joining, members or non-members welcome.

His brother Robert Morrison from S2 won the Stirling Lawn Tennis Club U12 Boys Championship 2011 and he was
runner up in Central Scotland District Championships U12 Boys Singles. The boys were also runners up in the
Central Scotland District Championships U14 Boys Doubles.

Ingliston Grand Slam

J6 pupil, lona Graham, came 2nd in the Nursery Stakes Working Hunter Pony section of the Ingliston Grand Slam
competition last month. She then went on to achieve Reserve Champion in the Mini Working Hunter Pony
section.

Her pony is called ‘Obbylonker’ or ‘Conker’ to his friends and lona has only had him for about six weeks, this is a
maghnificent achievement for them.

Date with Brad Pitt!

Hannah Howland from J4 has been cast in her first movie, starring none other than the famous Hollywood heart-
throb — Brad Pitt! She beat off hundreds of little girls to land a role in ‘World War Z’, a post apocalyptic horror
film. Hannah will be the double for the actress cast as the daughter of Brad Pitt’s character and her role will
involve standing in for the actress and she will be needed for around two weeks of filming. The film is due to be
released in 2012 and Hannah was delighted to be offered the part straight away after her screen test.

Throughout the summer, Hannah was extremely busy. She won 3 championship titles out of 4 and is now “Little
Miss Ballet” champion, “Little Miss Modern” champion and “Little Miss Song and Dance” champion. At the
British Theatre Stage Championships in August, she was runner up British Champion in Song and Dance and was a
British finalist for Ballet and Modern.

Hannah also competed at the Alva, Stirling and Thornton Highland Games as well as the Biggar Show and the
International Festival of Dance. She certainly has had a busy summer and achieved some fantastic awards.

Well done to all those pupils who have distinguished themselves in their work and in their contribution to school
life. We offer congratulations to all our pupils on their many and varied achievements.

Apologies to anyone we have missed out — please let us know for inclusion in the next bulletin.




Speyside Trust Charity Challenge

In the June edition of the E-News, one of our Mathematics teachers, Grant Norcross, and his team, were about
to tackle The Corrieyairack Challenge for the Speyside Trust charity.

The result of their attempt was a win in the team category (they were the first complete team of three to return
to Kincraig from Fort Augustus). Unfortunately, they were a little pressed for time and so left before the
prizegiving and some other lucky team got the well earned beers!

Grant personally finished 14" in the Mountain Bike category. Grant wishes to express his sincere thanks to
everyone who sponsored him as the Trust are always very appreciative of donations. Everyone at school is
extremely proud of his achievement.

Maths Enterprise Team

Pictured fromItor
Mathew Gil S4, Rachael Snowie S3, Sophie El-

Nahas S4, Jordan Reed S3

Senior School Prep

Senior School prep is a compulsory after school club for those in Transition to S5 staying at school after 4:00pm
and not participating in an after school activity.

It begins at 4:00pm, finishes at 5:30pm and is supervised by a Senior School member of staff. This additional

provision provides the pupils an environment in which they can consolidate and enrich their knowledge and
understanding from the day’s teaching and learning.

Angus Weir

Deputy Head

Football Focus

Monday 10™ October saw Beaconhurst welcome Strathallan School for the inaugural local 5-a-side football
challenge event.

Strathallan travelled with two teams to take on the pick of the Transition to S2 Beaconhurst boys. The matches
were played in a round-robin format so that everyone was guaranteed a certain number of games and Strathallan
even had the opportunity to match their teams against each other for local bragging rights!

As ever, the matches were played in an excellent spirit, though certainly keenly contested, with no lack of skill
shown by all teams. On the whole honours were shared and it was agreed that a return match was certainly in
order!

Angus Weir
Deputy Head




Headmasters Certificates

Headmaster’s Certificates of Distinction have been presented to the following pupils since the last
bulletin:

J1 Lily Blackhurst, Lauren Dudley
J2 Laura Koechlin, Tara Mathewson, Siobhan Moore

J3 Ellie Cook, Bethany Fairbairn, Daniel Henderson, Katherine Hendrix, Abigail Jones
Euan MacKenzie, Harris Ogilvie, Catriona Tung

Ja Poppy Graham, Victoria Johnston, Miles Kilpatrick, Jessica Lifson, Lena Oldroyd
J5 Tom Graham, Steven Nicholas

J6 Ben Malcolm, Ruth McPerhson

Tr Rachel Hoskins

S2 Robert Morrison, Cameron Williams

S3 Charlotte Beckham, Scott Morrison

S4 Morgan Brown, Alissa Campbell
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